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Historic Name: Tilden, David House 
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City/Town: Canton 
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Architect(s): Tilden, David 

Architectural Style(s): Colonial; First Period 

Use(s): Agricultural; Other Residential; Single Family Dwelling 
House; Tannery 

Significance: Agriculture; Architecture; Industry 

Area(s): CAN.N: Canton Corner
CAN.R: Canton Corner Historic District

Designation(s): Nat'l Register District (9/9/2009) 

Building Materials(s):  
Roof: Asphalt Shingle
Wall: Wood Clapboard; Wood
Foundation: Concrete Unspecified 

�� 

The Massachusetts Historical Commission (MHC) has converted this paper record to digital format as part of ongoing 
projects to scan records of the Inventory of Historic Assets of the Commonwealth and National Register of Historic 
Places nominations for Massachusetts. Efforts are ongoing and not all inventory or National Register records related to 
this resource may be available in digital format at this time. 

The MACRIS database and scanned files are highly dynamic; new information is added daily and both database 
records and related scanned files may be updated as new information is incorporated into MHC files. Users should 
note that there may be a considerable lag time between the receipt of new or updated records by MHC and the 
appearance of related information in MACRIS. Users should also note that not all source materials for the MACRIS 
database are made available as scanned images. Users may consult the records, files and maps available in MHC's 
public research area at its offices at the State Archives Building, 220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, open M-F, 9-5.  

Users of this digital material acknowledge that they have read and understood the MACRIS Information and Disclaimer 
(http://mhc-macris.net/macrisdisclaimer.htm)  

Data available via the MACRIS web interface, and associated scanned files are for information purposes only. THE ACT OF CHECKING THIS 
DATABASE AND ASSOCIATED SCANNED FILES DOES NOT SUBSTITUTE FOR COMPLIANCE WITH APPLICABLE LOCAL, STATE OR 
FEDERAL LAWS AND REGULATIONS. IF YOU ARE REPRESENTING A DEVELOPER AND/OR A PROPOSED PROJECT THAT WILL 
REQUIRE A PERMIT, LICENSE OR FUNDING FROM ANY STATE OR FEDERAL AGENCY YOU MUST SUBMIT A PROJECT NOTIFICATION 
FORM TO MHC FOR MHC'S REVIEW AND COMMENT. You can obtain a copy of a PNF through the MHC web site (www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc) 
under the subject heading "MHC Forms." 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Massachusetts Historical Commission

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc 

This file was accessed on: 

http://mhc-macris.net/macrisdisclaimer.htm
http://www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc


Tuesday, October 21, 2014 at 6:20: PM 

 
�� 

Inventory  No: CAN.20������ 

Historic Name: Tilden, David House 

Common Name: Pequitside Farm Gardener's Cottage 

Address: 93 Pleasant St 

City/Town: Canton 

Village/Neighborhood: Canton Corner 

Local No: M045-L065; 45-65 

Year Constructed: c 1725 

Architect(s): Tilden, David 

Architectural Style(s): Colonial; First Period 

Use(s): Agricultural; Other Residential; Single Family Dwelling 
House; Tannery 

Significance: Agriculture; Architecture; Industry 

Area(s): CAN.N: Canton Corner
CAN.R: Canton Corner Historic District

Designation(s): Nat'l Register District (9/9/2009) 

Building Materials(s):  
Roof: Asphalt Shingle
Wall: Wood Clapboard; Wood
Foundation: Concrete Unspecified 

�� 

The Massachusetts Historical Commission (MHC) has converted this paper record to digital format as part of ongoing 
projects to scan records of the Inventory of Historic Assets of the Commonwealth and National Register of Historic 
Places nominations for Massachusetts. Efforts are ongoing and not all inventory or National Register records related to 
this resource may be available in digital format at this time. 

The MACRIS database and scanned files are highly dynamic; new information is added daily and both database 
records and related scanned files may be updated as new information is incorporated into MHC files. Users should 
note that there may be a considerable lag time between the receipt of new or updated records by MHC and the 
appearance of related information in MACRIS. Users should also note that not all source materials for the MACRIS 
database are made available as scanned images. Users may consult the records, files and maps available in MHC's 
public research area at its offices at the State Archives Building, 220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, open M-F, 9-5.  

Users of this digital material acknowledge that they have read and understood the MACRIS Information and Disclaimer 
(http://mhc-macris.net/macrisdisclaimer.htm)  

Data available via the MACRIS web interface, and associated scanned files are for information purposes only. THE ACT OF CHECKING THIS 
DATABASE AND ASSOCIATED SCANNED FILES DOES NOT SUBSTITUTE FOR COMPLIANCE WITH APPLICABLE LOCAL, STATE OR 
FEDERAL LAWS AND REGULATIONS. IF YOU ARE REPRESENTING A DEVELOPER AND/OR A PROPOSED PROJECT THAT WILL 
REQUIRE A PERMIT, LICENSE OR FUNDING FROM ANY STATE OR FEDERAL AGENCY YOU MUST SUBMIT A PROJECT NOTIFICATION 
FORM TO MHC FOR MHC'S REVIEW AND COMMENT. You can obtain a copy of a PNF through the MHC web site (www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc) 
under the subject heading "MHC Forms." 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Massachusetts Historical Commission

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc 

This file was accessed on: 



FORM B - BUILDING Assessor's number U S G S Quad 

CAN. ID 
Area(s) Form Number 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 
80 Boylston Street * 
Boston, Massachusetts 02116 \wS\> a f t 

iV irA>JvJ. r ' C 1 . V.'V..>SOTi. i , 

Sketch Map 
DWZP #7«flp of the area indicating properties within 
it. Number each property for which individual 
inventory forms have been completed. Label streets 
including route numbers, if any. Attach a separate 
sheet if space is not sufficient here. Indicate North. 

U3 

D 
0 

Recorded by K a t h e r y n P. Viens 

Organization the Canton Hjotdioal 
H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

Date (month/day/year) March 7, 1993 

Norwood 
ft 

J -A 
Town Canton 

'neighborhood or village) 

Canton Corner 
93 
djjg P l e a s a n t S t . 

icName T i l d e n House 

resent r e s i d e n t i a l 

Original r e s i d e n t i a l 

f Construction ahmit 1 7?-5 

S . P . N ^ B . A . r e p o r t , c i t e d " b e l o w 

orm C o l n n i a l 

«^ct /Bui lder Probably David T i l d e n , S r , 

Exterior Material: 

Foundation c o n c r e t e 

Wall/Trim 

Roof 

wood/clapboard 

a s p h a l t s h i n g l e 

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures 

gab le -roofed shed to northwest of 
house, s h i n g l e d e x t e r i o r , e. 20th c . 

Major Alterations (pith dates) , 1 ^ t e , ^^h- c , „ n . . 
a a a i t i o n l o R i t c K e n f l a t e I 8 t h / e . 1 9 t h 
c . l eanto a d d i t i o n ; e. 20th c . 2nd 
frrrT room and southwest a d d i t i o n 

Condition f a i r 

Moved t i l no • yes Date. 

33-8 t o t a l a c r e s Acreage 

Setting s e ^ ^ n ° P e n f i e l d s , w e l l 

back from busy s t r e e t , i n park 

s e t t i n g of P e q u i s i d e Farm 

Follow Massachusetts Historical Commission Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 



BUILDING FORM 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION B j « continuation sheet 
Describe architectural features. Evaluate the characteristics of this building in terms of other buildings within the 
community. 

The T i l d e n house, b u i l t by Da v i d T i l d e n about 1725, i s one of th e 
e a r l i e s t s t r u c t u r e s s u r v i v i n g i n Canton. I t i s a f i n e example of a 
c o l o n i a l farmhouse w i t h a s i g n i f i c a n t number of i t s e a r l y a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
e l e m e n t s s t i l l i n e x i s t e n c e . The house i s a l s o an e x c e l l e n t p l a c e t o s t u d y 
changes i n b u i l d i n g t e c h n i q u e s over t h e p a s t t h r e e c e n t u r i e s , s i n c e h e r e 
e v i d e n c e of 17 t h c. c o n s t r u c t i o n methods has been c o u p l e d w i t h t h e e a r l y 
1 8 t h c. s t r u c t u r e . To t h e s e have been added mid- and l a t e - 1 8 t h c . 
improvements a s w e l l a s 19t h c. a l t e r a t i o n s w h i c h a r e v a l u a b l e 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l examples i n t h e i r own r i g h t . T h i s a r c h i t e c t u r a l d e s c r i p t i o n 
i s i n d e b t e d to F r e d e r i c D e t w i l l e r ' s SPNEA r e p o r t c i t e d below. I t i s an 
attempt t o condense and c l a r i f y D e t w i l l e r ' s a r c h i t e c t u r a l d i s c u s s i o n f o r 
the l a y r e a d e r , a t th e same time e l a b o r a t i n g upon the s i g n i f i c a n c e of some 
of t h e changes which have been made t o th e b u i l d i n g . 

The T i l d e n house o r i g i n a l l y c o n s i s t e d of two rooms, a h a l l and h a l l 
chamber, one above t h e o t h e r . The exposed summer beams and g i r t s w i t h 

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE H see continuation sheet 
Discuss the history of the building. Explain its associations with local (or state) history. Include uses of the building, 
and the role(s) the owners/occupants played within the community. 

The T i l d e n house i s one of th e e a r l i e s t b u i l d i n g s which s t i l l e x i s t s 
i n Canton. By i t s l o c a t i o n , s e t f a r back from P l e a s a n t S t . i n t h e m i d d l e 
of open f i e l d s not f a r from P e q u i t Brook, i t i m m e d i a t e l y c a l l s t o mind t h e 
e a r l y M i s s i o n a t Ponkapoag once l o c a t e d nearby and t h e g r a n t i n g of 
D o r c h e s t e r l a n d beyond t h e B l u e H i l l s , p l o t t e d i n t o t w e l v e d i v i s i o n s by 
1698. 

Jabez S e a r l e ( d . 1 7 2 4 ) , who may have b u i l t t h e o l d e r p a r t of th e 
T i l d e n house, by some a c c o u n t s l i v e d on th e p r o p e r t y a s e a r l y a s 1719. 
S e a r l e may a l s o have been an o r i g i n a l communicant of th e F i r s t P a r i s h i n 
Stoughton. I n 1725, D a v i d T i l d e n l e a s e d the p r o p e r t y from l o c a l Ponkapoag 
I n d i a n s , who had been d e e d i n g t h e l a n d s of t h e i r p l a n t a t i o n ( e s t a b l i s h e d by 
John E l i o t w i t h 6,000 a c r e s i n 1657) to E n g l i s h s e t t l e r s s i n c e a t l e a s t 
1704. T i l d e n was among t h e c h u r c h members who i n v i t e d Samuel Dunbar t o 
become the s e c o n d m i n i s t e r of th e F i r s t P a r i s h i n 1727. I n 1729, he won a 
d i s p u t e w i t h John Wentworth over t h e b o u n d a r i e s of t h e i r l a n d . I n 1747, 
T i l d e n s o l d t h e p r o p e r t y t o h i s son, D a v i d T i l d e n , J r . , a c o r d w a i n e r . 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES • see continuation sheet 
Huntoon, D a n i e l T.V. H i s t o r y o f the Town o f Canton, N o r f o l k County, 
Massachusetts (Cambridge: J o h n W i l s o n and Son, 1893). PP- 73,177,307,388, 
416,617,626,11 , 76 . 

D e t w i l l e r , F r e d e r i c C. "The D a v i d T i l d e n House...An A r c h i t e c t u r a l -
H i s t o r i c a l A n a l y s i s , " a 1973 r e p o r t o f j t h e J S o c i e t y f o r t h e P r e s e r v a t i o n 
o f New England A n t i q u i t i e s , pp. 2-7, appendix. 

Notes o f c o n v e r s a t i o n w i t h Eugene W i l l i a m s i n p o s s e s s i o n o f Mary Crane, 
54 P l e a s a n t S t . 

• Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. If checked, you must attach a 
completed National Register Criteria Statement form. 
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A r c h i t e c t u r a l D e s c r i p t i o n - c o n t i n u e d 

beaded edges s t i l l r e f l e c t e a r l y 1 8 t h c. c o n s t r u c t i o n methods. A door and 
s t a i r w a y s t o o d a t the s o u t h w e s t c o r n e r of t h e house, w i t h a chimney i n t h e 
west w a l l b e h i n d the s t a i r s . A t h i r d room, a l e a n t o k i t c h e n , was soon 
added t o t h e west end of t h e house to make use of t h i s same chimney. The 
f r o n t , s o u t h f a c a d e of t h e b u i l d i n g had f o u r windows a t t h i s t ime, one t o 
e i t h e r s i d e of t h e door, and two o t h e r s above t h e f i r s t - f l o o r door and e a s t 
window. 

O l d e r t h a n t h i s s t r u c t u r e , however, i s t h e l e a n t o w h i c h was p r o b a b l y 
c o n n e c t e d to the n o r t h e l e v a t i o n i n the l a t e 1 8 t h or e a r l y 1 9 t h c , j u d g i n g 
by i t s r o o f c o n s t r u c t i o n . By i t s c r u d e l y chamfered s t r u c t u r a l e l e m e n t s 
which r e c a l l 1 7 t h c. b u i l d i n g t e c h n i q u e s , i t a p p e a r s to p r e d a t e the main 
house and may even be t h e house w h i c h r e c o r d s t e l l us was on t h e p r o p e r t y 
a t t h e time T i l d e n l e a s e d the l a n d . I t s h e i g h t and w i d t h appear t o have 
been c u t down. 

A c c o r d i n g t o D e t w i l l e r ' s d r a w i n g s , by the time t h i s e a r l y s t r u c t u r e 
was added t o t h e main b u i l d i n g , an a d d i t i o n may a l r e a d y have been made to 
t h e n o r t h s i d e of the k i t c h e n l e a n t o . T h e r e f o r e , the s t r u c t u r e added t o 
t h e n o r t h s i d e of the house c o u l d be t i e d t o g e t h e r w i t h t h e k i t c h e n o f f of 
t h e west end. A l e a n t o r o o f t h e n "wrapped around" two s i d e s of t h e 
b u i l d i n g . 

D u r i n g t h e y e a r s T i l d e n o c c u p i e d t h e house, i t a p p a r e n t l y was c o v e r e d 
w i t h wide w e a t h e r b o a r d s ( 1 0 " t o w e a t h e r ) . These s t i l l e x i s t under the 
l e a n t o r o o f on what was once t h e o r i g i n a l n o r t h w a l l of t h e l e a n t o k i t c h e n . 
An e a r l y 1 8 t h c. f l o o r a l s o remains i n the a t t i c below t h i s l e a n t o r o o f . 

I n t h e n o r t h w a l l of t h e a d d i t i o n t o t h e k i t c h e n , t h e r e r e mains an 
e a r l y 1 8 t h c. s a s h . The a t t i c window i n t h e e a s t f a c a d e of the house a l s o 
d a t e s from t h e e a r l y 1 8 t h c. I n s i d e t h e house t h e r e remains e a r l y f e a t h e r -
edge s h e a t h i n g , remnants of e a r l y 1 8 t h c. b a t t e n doors to e i t h e r s i d e of 
t h e f i r e p l a c e i n t h e f i r s t - f l o o r e a s t room, and a 4 ' x 8' s h e a t h e d 
f i r e p l a c e opening i n t h i s room. A mid-18th c. p a n e l door c o n n e c t s t h i s 
room w i t h t h e f r o n t h a l l . 

D u r i n g t h e R e v o l u t i o n a r y War e r a , when T h e o p h i l u s Lyon, a s u c c e s s f u l 
t a n n e r , o c c u p i e d t h e house, more modern and d e c o r a t i v e f o u r - p a n e l doors and 
a p a n e l l e d chimney p i e c e were added t o t h e s e c o n d f l o o r e a s t room. D u r i n g 
t h e F e d e r a l e r a , Rev. Z a c h a r i a h Howard l i v e d i n t h e house. I t was he who 
may have had the o l d e r l e a n t o added t o t h e n o r t h s i d e of t h e b u i l d i n g . 
T h i s room became h i s k i t c h e n , and t h e o r i g i n a l k i t c h e n was c o n v e r t e d t o a 
p a r l o r , making the f i r s t - f l o o r p l a n of t h e house somewhat more f o r m a l . A 
F e d e r a l m a n t e l p i e c e was added to the p a r l o r , a l o n g w i t h two l a r g e , l a t e 
1 8 t h c. windows whic h a r e v i s i b l e i n what remains of t h e room's west w a l l . 

F o l l o w i n g Rev. Howard's d e a t h i n 1806, h i s w i f e c o n t i n u e d to occupy 
t h e house u n t i l h e r d e a t h 50 y e a r s l a t e r . About 1825, t h e s t a i r s may have 
been r e b u i l t . A c c o r d i n g to D e t w i l l e r , e v i d e n c e of t h e s e c u r v e d s t a i r s 
r e m a i ns b e n e a t h t h e s e c o n d f l o o r h a l l w a y . The p r e s e n t s t a i r w a y d a t e s from 
about 1850. Other mid-19th c. changes i n c l u d e d a new chimney, to 
accommodate s t o v e s i n t h e f r o n t rooms a s w e l l a s t h e f i r e p l a c e or a range 
i n t h e r e a r k i t c h e n . The k i t c h e n f i r e p l a c e c o n t a i n s a b e e h i v e oven. 

L a t e r changes i n c l u d e d p a r t i t i o n i n g t h e 1 8 t h c. a d d i t i o n t o t h e n o r t h 
s i d e of t h e o r i g i n a l k i t c h e n so t h a t a bathroom c o u l d be added. 
E x t e r n a l l y , a p o r c h was added t o t h e house and l a t e r removed. A s m a l l , 
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g a b l e - r o o f e d a d d i t i o n was b u i l t onto the southwest c o r n e r of the house. 
Perhaps the most s i g n i f i c a n t a l t e r a t i o n a f f e c t i n g the appearance of the 
T i l d e n house, however, was the c o n s t r u c t i o n , around the t u r n of t h i s 
c e n t u r y , of a second f l o o r room above the o r i g i n a l l e a n t o k i t c h e n . The 
o r i g i n a l r o o f l i n e of the main house and the s o u t h , west, and o r i g i n a l n o r t h 
f a c a d e s were extended to c r e a t e t h i s s p a c e . I n the 1950s, a f u l l 
f o u n d a t i o n was poured under the b u i l d i n g . 

H i s t o r i c a l N a r r a t i v e - c o n t i n u e d 

The n e x t r e s i d e n t of the house was T h e o p h i l u s Lyon, who p u r c h a s e d the 
p r o p e r t y from T i l d e n and h i s w i f e R a c h e l i n 1773. Lyon was T i l d e n ' s 
nephew, a d i s t i n g u i s h e d R e v o l u t i o n a r y War s o l d i e r . He was a 2nd l i e u t e n a n t 
w i t h the Second Company of the Stoughton minutemen i n 1775, and as a 
c a p t a i n , he was a s s i g n e d to p r o t e c t the town of B r a i n t r e e . 

At the time he bought the T i l d e n house, Lyon was l i s t e d as a far m e r , 
but a c c o r d i n g to a l o c a l h i s t o r y , by 1777, he had e s t a b l i s h e d a t a n n e r y a t 
the edge of h i s p r o p e r t y . I n 1786, "gentleman" Lyon s o l d h a l f of the 1/4-
a c r e t a n y a r d to George Crosman, w i t h whom he remained i n p a r t n e r s h i p u n t i l 
the f o l l o w i n g y e a r . 

On J a n . 16, 1787, Lyon s o l d h i s p r o p e r t y , e x c l u d i n g Crosman's h a l f of 
the t a n y a r d , to Rev. Z a c h a r i a h Howard, the t h i r d m i n i s t e r of the F i r s t 
P a r i s h from 1786-1806. A f t e r Howard's d e a t h , a l a r g e p a r t of the p r o p e r t y 
was s o l d to Rev. W i l l i a m R i t c h i e , who b u i l t on i t the n e i g h b o r i n g r e s i d e n c e 
of P e q u i t s i d e . Howard's widow, Martha C r a f t s , c o n t i n u e d to l i v e i n the 
T i l d e n house u n t i l her d e a t h i n 1856. I n the f o l l o w i n g y e a r , Thomas Ward, 
then owner of P e q u i t s i d e , p u r c h a s e d the Howard p r o p e r t y . I n 1876, when the 
p r o p e r t y was owned by George H i g g i n s o n , and l a t e r , when i t was owned by 
C h a r l e s D r a p e r , a ga r d e n e r o c c u p i e d the T i l d e n house. The H a r r y M. 
A l e x a n d e r f a m i l y took up r e s i d e n c e t h e r e i n 1923. 

I n 1975, the F r i e n d s of the L i t t l e Red House Committee commissioned an 
important a r c h i t e c t u r a l - h i s t o r i c a l a n a l y s i s p r e p a r e d f o r them by S.P.N.E.A. 
The s t u d y made many recommendations f o r the r e s t o r a t i o n and i n t e r p r e t a t i o n 
of the b u i l d i n g . The house i s p r e s e n t l y owned by the town as a r e n t a l 
proper t y . 
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t e r i o r a t e d M o v e d A l t e r e d 

i t t l e None S I T E endangered by_ 

S C R I P T I O N 

L o w M a t e r i a l : y^f-Af - f y 5 L _ » _ 

W A L L C O V E R : Wood) CA^/(oast7^/Jftrt B r i c k Stone O the r 

S T O R I E S : 1 2 ) 3 4 C H I M N E Y S : 1 2 3 4 Renter" E n d C l u s t e r E l a b o r a t e I r r e g u l a r 

A T T A C H M E N T S : W i n g s E l l Shed Dependency , " - •, S i m p l e / C o m p l e x 

P O R C H E S : 1 2 3 4 P o r t i c o B a l c o n y Recessed 

_ R O O F : . R i d g e G a m b r e l F l a t H i p M a n s a r d 
T o w e r Cupo la D o r m e r w i n d o w s B a l u s t r a d e G r i l l w o r k 

F A C A D E : Gable E n d : F r o n t / S i d e S y m m e t r i c a l / A s y m m e t r i c a l S i m p l e / C o m p l e x O r n a m e n t 
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O U T B U I L D I N G S yi^j^^^r L A N D S C A P I N G 
• 

5. i n d i c a t e l o c a t i o n of s t r u c t u r e on map b e l o w 6. Foo tage of s t r u c t u r e f r o m s t r e e t 
P r o p e r t y has feet f ron tage on s t r e e t 
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Tatyim before using this form. (See R e v e r s e Side) 
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